Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.017 Å; R factor = 0.071; wR factor = 0.236; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.0.
Related literature
For background to crown ethers and their metal cations, see: Desai et al. (2001) . For related structures, see: Mullica et al. (1999) ; Li & Dou (2003) ; Han et al. (1987 Han et al. ( , 1989 ; Noth & Warchhold (2004) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Na(C 12 
Data collection
Bruker SMART CCD area-detector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T 
À3
Data collection: SMART (Siemens, 1996) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Siemens, 1996) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. present here the crystal structure of the title complex, (I).
The asymmetric unit of the complex consists of three [Na(18-C-6)]+ cations, one In(SCN) 6 3-anions and one and half molecules of dichloroethane. The In atom is coordinated with six N atoms. The average bond length of In-N is 2.190 Å and the mean bond angle of N-In-N is 178.1°; these are comparable with those observed in similar compounds (Mullica et al., 1999) . In all the crystallographically independent [Na(18-C-6)]+ cations, the Na+ ion is coordinated with the six O atoms of the crown ether moeity. The Na-O bond lengths varied from 2.842 (10) to 3.058 (5) Å and were longer than the similar complex [Na(18-C-6)]2[Zn(mnt)2] [mnt=1,2-dicyanoethene-1,2-dithiolate] and the other reported complexes (Han, et al., 1987; Han, et al., 1989) . Additionally the Na+ ion is also coordinated with S atom of (SCN)-. The Na-S bond lengths were found to be in the range of 3.264 (9)-3.661 (5) Å which is found to be similar with the reported compound (Noth et al., 2004) .
Experimental
NaSCN (3 mmol), InCl3 (0.5 mmol) and 15 ml dichloroethane were refluxed for 4 h in a 50 ml round-bottom flask. Then the 18-Crown-6 (3 mmol) was added slowly to the mixtures and the reaction mixture was refluxed for another 4 h. After cooling to room temperature, the mixture was filtered. The solid title complex, thus obtained, was recrystallized from ether.
Elemental analysis: calculated for C45H78Cl3InN6Na3O18S6 : C 36.68, H 5.33, N 5.70%; found: C 36.72,H 5.17 , N 5.61%.
Refinement
All H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model with C-H =0.97 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C).
Moreover, one of the solvent (CH2)2Cl2 is located on a center of symmetry. Figures   Fig. 1 . ORTEP drawing of the title complex with atomic numbering scheme and thermal ellipsoids at 30% probability level. H atoms and solvent molecules have been omitted for clarity.
supplementary materials sup-2 Bis [(18-crown-6- (7) 0.017 (7) 0.012 (7) 0.014 (6) C10 0.148 (7) 0.144 (7) 0.087 (6) 0.016 (7) 0.012 (6) 0.000 (6) C11 0.122 (7) 0.126 (7) 0.113 (7) 0.018 (6) −0.023 (6) 0.022 (6) C12 0.118 (7) 0.128 (7) 0.113 ( 
Geometric parameters (Å, °)

